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Bristol Tree Forum Statement 

 

“When the last tree has been cut down, the last fish caught, the last river poisoned, only 

then will we realize that one cannot eat money.” (attributed to Alanis Obomsawin, Cree 

Indian). 

 

 
 

Last night’s clandestine destruction of the last of the five M32 maple trees growing on Lower 

Ashley Road epitomises our relationship with trees. We say we love, cherish and delight in 

them but, when they stand in the way of ‘progress’ and ‘profit’, down they must come. No 

one ever seems to ask why we can’t have both trees and development.  

 

The Bristol Tree Forum condemns both the lawless way these trees have been destroyed and 

the sorry history of the decisions leading up to this. It is just one of many examples that we 

know of. 
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We are disheartened that those we trust to prevent this seemingly endless destruction 

appear unwilling to intervene, especially when other development goals are considered more 

important. 

 

These trees had Tree Preservation Orders that should have protected them.  Yet the decision 

to remove them was taken in private by one planning officer in a so-called delegated 

decision. The Bristol Tree Forum regrets the way that the local community in St Pauls has 

been completely marginalised and its views not sought. We urge the Council to consult 

properly over tree management decisions in future.  Trees on development sites need to be 

protected, especially if they are on the edge of the site as these trees were. 

 

Bristol Tree Forum's Treasurer, John Tarlton, was on the scene when the tree came down. 

This is what he saw: 

 

… the final assault on the tree began at about 11 pm on Sunday night, with the crew 

of ‘night raiders’ stripping away the Save the M32 Maples Group’s defences. The sound 

of chainsaws started shortly after 4 am and alerted local supporters. I received the 

call soon after and got there around 4.30 am. 

The police were there in some force - around 10 officers with six police cars. The tree 

had been virtually severed at the base by then - with a single straight cut. It was clear 

that it could fail at any moment and fall in any direction. I advised the police of this 

and asked them to close the road, which they did. They also put a cordon around the 

tree. 

In the meantime, one of the crew remained on the site. The police could not be 

persuaded to arrest anyone, despite allegations that one of the crew had assaulted a 

local resident. 

At around 7.30 am the Council’s authorised tree surgeons arrived to examine the 

damage. They confirmed all but a few inches of the trunk had been severed and that 

the tree could fall in any direction at any moment. They then organised for their team 

to attend and the tree was finally felled sometime during the morning. 

BTF Statement ends. 

For further information see: 

https://bristoltreeforum.org/ 

In defence of Bristol’s trees - https://bristoltreeforum.org/btf-2020-newsletter/in-defence-of-

bristols-trees/ 
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New Developments should be built around existing trees - https://bristoltreeforum.org/btf-

2020-newsletter/new-developments-should-be-built-around-existing-trees/ 
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